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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 
EHF Office, Brussels, Belgium,  

8th and 9th June 2012 
 
 
 
 

Present: 
 

Marijke Fleuren, President, Jorge Alcover, Carola Meyer, R. David Balbirnie, Mika Rihtilä, Leonardas 
Caikauskas, Jean-Christophe Capelle, Simon Mason (part), Ludmila Pastorova, Jerzy Smorawinski 

(part) 
 

Apologies for Absence: 
 

Jan Vymazal – unfortunately unable to attend as he is taking part in a congress in the United States. 

 

In Attendance:  
 

Jane Brennan, Administration Officer 
Dariusz Kurc, Competitions Manager (part) 

Wiert Doyer, Chair Competitions Committee Outdoor (part) 
Guido Braca, Secretary Competitions Committee Indoor (part) 

 

Sjouke Tjeerdsma, Astroturf (part) 
Michel Lootens, Astroturf (part) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~oOo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Minutes:  
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th and 10th March in Brussels, Belgium were signed by the 

President as a true record. 
 

President’s Welcome: 
 
The President welcomed the Board to its 2nd meeting of 2012, and offered a special welcome to Guido 

Braca, Wiert Doyer and Dariusz Kurc.  She thanked the new Competitions Manager for his hard work 
over the first few months with the EHF and noted that the Board were very happy to have him 

amongst us and are looking forward to working together into the future. 

 
She went on to report that former EHF Hon Treasurer Sergio Melai had recently been ill but is 

reported to be recovering well. The Board wished him well in his recovery. 
 

Marijke once again expressed her thanks to Ludmila Pastorova for hosting the last Board meeting in 

Bratislava in March.   
 

The President went on to note that the EHF is aware of the financial difficulties in the world around us 
and the effect this has on all our members. 
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It is not possible for the EHF to assist financially however they can help in many other ways.  

 
We must be very creative in solutions and if we can help in any way we urge our Member Associations 

to tell us how and we will try to work with them. 
 

Competitions 
She continued to report that there had been a lot of hockey over the last 3 months over Easter and 

Whitsun which was very busy.  We are delighted to see all the information on the EHF website in the 

form of reports/photos/results etc, it is a fantastic improvement on the website to see all this and 
enable people to follow tournaments in different cities all over Europe and even outside Europe !. 

 
The EuroHockey Club Champions Cup for Women was completed and Larensche MHC were 

champions. 

 
UHC won the EHL for the 3rd time, unfortunately they will not participate next year as they have not 

qualified through their domestic competition in Germany. 
 

Trophies and Challenges teams were also promoted and relegated. 
 

According to TD reports all tournaments were very successful tournaments with very few withdrawals. 
 

Development 

In Development: a new UDP group started in Vienna at the end of April, 2 NAC seminars took place, 
one in Lithuania and one in Bulgaria.  A lot of young people attending these seminars which is 

wonderful for the future. 

 
Disabled hockey is also being developed, Norman Hughes, EHF CDO is in contact with the KNHB Rolf 

Martens and developing plans to further development.   
EHF Hon Treasurer Mika Rihtilä will attend the finals of the Electric Wheelchair Hockey in Finland. 

 
The President reported that along with EHF Vice President Jorge Alcover she attended a tournament 

for mentally disabled in Barcelona last weekend, with over 150 players which was fantastic to see.   

 
There are a lot of different areas in disabled hockey and with the help of Norman Hughes we hope to 

give some support and maybe in the future have some official EHF tournaments.  There is a lot going 
on and we as EHF have to support it. 

 

We hope that during the EuroHockey Championships in Belgium in 2013 there will be a similar event 
organised as took place in Monchengladbach at the EuroHockey Championships in 2011. 
 

Communications 

The new Communications Committee met and the Chair has reported that the committee is extremely 
enthusiastic with plenty of new ideas for the future.  
 

President’s visits 
The President reported on her recent travels over the last 3 months.   

 
She visited Moscow where she was invited by the President of the Russian Hockey Federation.  

 
She reported that whilst there she met with the Deputy Minister of Sport and CEO of the Russian 

Olympic Committee as well as the deputy Mayor of Moscow and all Russian members of EHF 

Committees. 
She reported that the dignitaries whom she met with were all very interested in what we had to say 

but in their view hockey is still a very small sport in their country.  They don’t have a clear idea of the 
plans of Russian Hockey, we need to work with the Russian Federation so that there is a plan which 

the government will recognise and help with development of pitches. 
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The President reported that she now feels confident of knowing the full situation in Russia and what 

the next steps should be, therefore we hope that they will come up with a plan 2013 – 2017 and 
proceed from there. 
 

She also attended a dinner in Atletic Terassa in Spain, which was attended by 48 Spanish Olympic 

players from Terassa. 
 

She attended the Olympic Test Event in London and reported that everything looks wonderful - the 

pitch, facilities, transport options. 
 

FIH 
With regard to the FIH, the President noted that a lot of regulations being produced at the moment, 

we are already aware of the issues with sanctioned/non-sanctioned events.  In addition to these there 

are new regulations regarding anti-corruption, match fixing and betting etc.  
The President went on to say that she feel that we have made progress in several areas in the last 

few months and asked the Board to please stay as involved as you are and to tell us what you think is 
important.  
 

2012 Olympic Games 

She congratulated Belgium on having two teams qualify to take part in the 2012 Olympic Games. 

 
Finally she congratulated Ireland for hosting a wonderful Men’s Olympic qualifying tournament with 

fantastic volunteers and expressed her recognised that it was very difficult for the Irish team to lose in 
the final minutes.  

 

Matters Arising 
 

Director General Position: 
The President reported that the position had been advertised, and the EHF are working with a 

recruitment agency.  We hope to have news before the end of June. 

 

Competitions Co-Ordination Committee 
 

Jorge Alcover, Wiert Doyer and Guido Braca reported on the meeting of the Competitions 
Co-Ordination Committee meeting which took place on the 7th June. 

 
Wiert Doyer thanked the EHF office and its staff for their work and support during the period in 

between Competitions managers, and also he was happy to note that the transition with new 
Competitions Manager had been very smooth. 

 

Regulations Working Group Report 
The Working Group met on 2nd June in Brussels with the aim to review and rationalise the current EHF 

Indoor and Outdoor Regulations for Nations and Club competitions, and, where appropriate, to 
simplify and make more meaningful, the Regulations for lower level competitions (Eg Challenge 

events) to encourage wider participation from countries and their clubs. 

 
They will continue discussions at their next meeting in November, however they wished to present 

some proposals to the Competitions Co-Ordination Committee to bring to the Board for their approval: 
 

 

Club Championships Regulations 
 

1. List of Players (to be amended to “Team Entry” to be consistent with FIH regulations): 
It was agreed that the submission of the team lists of 24 players to the EHF 30 days in 

advance of an event did not allow sufficient leeway for teams to replace players (particularly 
Goalkeepers) who were injured or unavailable during that month.  It therefore was agreed 

that the new paragraph C.4 (a) be amended to allow teams to submit an entry list of 21 field 
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players together with a list of up to 5 Goalkeepers (to allow replacement of an injured 

Goalkeeper) to the EHF 14 days before the start of the tournament – paragraph C.4(e) should 
be deleted. 

 
Agreed 
 

2. D.5 Team Clothing and Colours: 
Having agreed that the FIH regulations (including the pictures of the uniforms showing the 

acceptable sponsor’s advertising schematic ) be adopted, it is recommended that the site 
positioned below the collar on the back of the shirt be reserved for the use of 

EHF/tournament instead of the FIH. 
 

The Board agreed to defer decision until a later date after the 2012 Olympics and EHL 
season 2012/2013  
 

3. D.6(b) The group understands that the FIH is considering increasing the number of players in 
the team for each match to 18 instead of 16, (which is already consistent with the Club 

Champions Cup (CCC) Women) and recommend that this become the same for all club 

competitions.  If agreed, then regulations D.6 (b) (ii) should be amended accordingly. 
 

Agreed 
 

Seven team tournament  
It was agreed that the play-off match should be between 3rd Pool A and 4th Pool B so that the 

teams are playing to avoid relegation.  The first relegation spot is given to the team which 

withdraw  
 
Agreed 

 

Format of EuroHockey Championships 

The Committee asked the Board for their view on the competitions structure of the 
EuroHockey Championships from 2015 onwards. 

 
It was agreed to defer decision and to see what happens with FIH competitions structure 
 

Competitions Dates Forward Planning 
EHL Final 4 dates for 2014 need to be moved due to the World Cup date clash – the 

committee proposed that the dates should be 28/29 June 2014 
 

Agreed – subject to EHL partners approval. 
 

Youth Olympics qualification criteria 

It was proposed that the Youth U18 Nations Championships be the European Qualifying 
tournaments for the Youth Olympic Games 

 
Agreed 
 

Appointments 
Jorge Alcover reported on discussions held with Ray O’Connor during the meeting: 

To assist with the future TD development Wiert Doyer and Guido Braca indicated that they 
would be happy to be appointed to tournament as TO’s with new upcoming TDs appointed in 

order to provide support for the new TD’s and help with their development. 
 

He also reported that an excess of 830 appointments were made last year. There were 

approximately 8% withdrawals. 
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The Board suggested that a presentation be made at the General Assembly in 2013 by the 

chair of the Appointments Committee explaining AWS to Member Associations. 

 
Appointments Committee 

 
A report was received from the Appointments Committee 

 
 The AWS system is developing well which is benefitting to the more friendly use of the system 

as well as the use of different possibilities for all people concerned 

 Due to the previous item, the National Associations will receive within a couple of weeks the 

request to nominate their officials for the next indoor season through AWS. The NAs are then 
able to control their own nominations throughout the season. 

 The Working Group for Officials of the Education Committee, in which 2 members of the 

Appointments Committee are participating, it has been informed that workshops for officials 

can be organised. One will be for the umpires managers, female in particular as we still are 
short of female umpires managers in Europe. 

 The members of the AC have started with the preparations for the first meeting in September, 

in particular evaluating the last indoor season and preparing the next indoor season.  
 

 
Euro Hockey League 

 

Jorge Alcover reported on Euro Hockey League and in particular season 2011/2012. 

 
He noted that there had been a high number of spectators at tournaments and lot of visitors to the 

website over the season and could report that it was a very successful season. Players and coaches 
are very happy with the EHL.  

 

Jorge reported that following a proposal from the FIH for the EHL to trial a proposed new penalty 
corner system the matter was discussed at the EHL Working Group and the recommendation is not to 

test this system at EHL tournaments.  
 
Agreed 
 

Ukraine  

The EHL Working Group considered the issue regarding Ukraine and proposed as follows: 
According to the EHL Regulations A.3 e), to be eligible to play in the EHL, a National Association must 

enter 2 teams in EHF Club Competitions.  
 

In season 2011/2012 UHF entered only one team and therefore were in fact not eligible to play in the 

EHL. 

Teams who participate in EHL are awarded 6 bonus points at the beginning of the season. 

The proposal of the EHL Working Group is to deduct these bonus points from the Ukrainian Hockey 

Federation.  

Following the deduction of these points Ukraine will be ranked 15th, meaning that they will not qualify 
to play in EHL in the coming season 2012/2013. 

 
Agreed 

 

Jorge gave the Board an update on the future shareholding of EHL. He informed the Board that an 
offer had been received for a commercial company to purchase 1/3 of EHL. The EHF representatives 

on the EHL Board Marijke Fleuren and Jorge Alcover recommended to the Board, subject to all the 

paper work being completed to our lawyers satisfaction that we should accept this offer as it will 
strengthen EHL and its balance sheet and help with the overall development of EHL moving forward. 
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Agreed 

 

 
Competitions Committee Indoor 

 
Guido Braca reported on Competitions Committee Indoor 

 
1. The Indoor Competitions Committee met in Brussels on 12 May 2012.  A Bulletin was issued on 

the EHF website shortly after the meeting containing details of the main discussion points and 

decisions made. 

2. The Committee considered any points raised in TD reports from Indoor Nations and Indoor Club 

tournaments in Jan/Feb 2012. 

3. There had been a total of 9 withdrawals from Indoor Club tournaments (None for Indoor 

Nations).  2 before the deadline and 7 after the deadline with 2 at short notice (one month) A full 
Disciplinary Report was submitted to the Hon General Secretary for consideration by the 

Disciplinary Commissioner. 

4. Arrangements are progressing for the Indoor Junior Nations tournaments in January 2013 and 
the draft match schedules will be sent to the hosts in June. 

5. The Committee considered entries and offers to host Indoor Club tournaments in 2013 and the 
agreed venues which are published on www.eurohockey.org 

6. The Committee also considered entries and offers to host Indoor Nations tournaments in 2014 

and the proposed venues are as follows: 
  

 Championship (M) 
 AUT/CZE/ESP/GER/NED/POL/RUS/SWE 17-19 Jan 2014 Vienna (AUT) 

 Championship II (M) 
 BEL/BLR/DEN/ENG/FRA/ITA/SWI/UKR 17-19 Jan 2014 Bern (SWI) 

Championship III (M) 

 CRO/POR/SCO/SVK/TUR/WAL/FIN/GEO 17-19 Jan 2014 Zagreb (CRO) 

 Championship (W) 

 AUT/BLR/CZE/ENG/FRA/GER/NED/POL 24-26 Jan 2014 (tbc)* 

 Championship II (W) 

 BEL/ESP/LTU/SCO/SWI/SVK/UKR/WAL 24-26 Jan 2014 Siaulai (LIT) 

Championship III (M) 
 CRO/DEN/ITA/RUS/SWE/TUR/POR/GEO 24-26 Jan 2014 Porec (CRO) 

*     Participating teams have been written to seeking further consideration to host tournaments 
currently without a confirmed venue. 

All approved 

7. The committee considered possible amendments to the Regulations for Indoor Club and Indoor 
Nations competitions and a submission was made to the next meeting of EHF Regulations 

Working Group, which was held on the 2nd of June, for their consideration. 

Hosts Meeting 

Guido reported that, following the successful hosting last year a briefing meeting/transfer of 
knowledge will be arranged for the hosts of the Indoor Club Competitions in October.  

Priorities for Committee for the next period (June 2012 – September 2012): 
 

1. Obtain host for Indoor Nations Championship Women. 

2. Issue letters, club contact details and draft match schedules to host clubs for all Indoor Club 
tournaments in 2013 (Competitions manager). 
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3. Arrangements for the Indoor Club Briefing meeting to be held in October 2012 in the EHF Office 

in Brussels. 

4. Confirm and publish match schedules for Indoor Junior Nations tournaments in 2013. 

5. Confirm hosts and issue Bulletin for Indoor Nations tournaments in 2014 once venues are 
approved by the Executive Board. 

6. Ongoing support and advice to host venues and teams in all 2013 Indoor Clubs and Nations 

tournaments. 

The next meeting of the Indoor Committee will be held on 11 May 2013 in Glasgow, Scotland. 

 
The President thanked Guido for his report. 

 

Competitions Committee Outdoor 
 

Wiert Doyer reported on Competitions Committee Outdoor 
 

Items to note and/or decisions required to be taken by Executive Board  
 

1. The Outdoor Competitions Committee met in Brussels on 11 February 2012.  A Bulletin was 

issued on the EHF website shortly after the meeting containing details of the main discussion 
points. 

2. The Committee considered any points raised in TD reports from Nations and Club tournaments in 
2011. 

3. There had been a total of 8 withdrawals from Nations and 3 from Youth Nations tournaments. 

4. Arrangements are progressing for the Junior Nations and Youth U16 tournaments 2012. 

5. There host for the Men’s Championship III Nations tournaments in 2013 is still to be confirmed: 

Men’s Championship III 
       BLR/CRO/GIB/POR/SWE/SUI/SVK/TUR    to be confirmed            to be confirmed 

 

The Hon General Secretary reported that he had discussed the matter with the Sertac Orzinal, 
member of the EHF Finance Committee at the recent Finance meeting and following communication 

with THF and in light of Turkeys bid for 2020 Olympic Games it was felt that EHF should help THF and 
it this regard it was proposed that Turkey be given until September to confirm the pitch. 

 
Agreed 

 

EuroHockey Club Champions Cup for Women, New Format 
As a result of the difficulties encountered with regard to hosting in 2011/2012 season of the EHCCC 

for Women, the Competitions Co-Ordination Committee were asked to consider a new format for the 
above which will be more attractive to our Member Associations  

 

The Committee proposed two formats to the Executive Board and the following was approved: 
 

Teams and Structure 
EHCCC (W) will comprise the top 8 women’s club teams in Europe drawn from the top nations. 

First 2 ranked NA’s (NED, GER) will be entitled to enter 2 teams. Next 4 ranked NA’s (ESP, BLR, ENG, 
AZE) will be entitled to enter 1 team.  

The competition will be played in 2 rounds:  Preliminary Round and Finals. 

 
Preliminary Round: 

 To be played at Easter. 

 Teams will be drawn to play in 2 pools of 4 clubs over 4 days. 

 This round would be organised entirely by host clubs as at present. 
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 2 highest ranked teams from each pool will play semi-finals (cross over) with winners to qualify 

for Final. 

 
Finals Round: 

 To be played at Whitsun in conjunction with the EHL (M) Finals. 

 Teams to play final, only. 

 Organised in conjunction with EHL. 

 Full TV production. 

 
Qualification 

The 8 teams will be selected based on the EHCCC (W) ranking table. National Associations will be 
ranked based on the results from their participation in EHF club competitions over the previous 3 

years.    

In order to participate in EHCCC (W) (top 8 and Trophy), National Associations must enter 2 clubs in 
EHF club competitions. The entry deadline will be identical to all other EHF club competitions which is 

currently 15 July 2012. 
 

Trophy and Challenge 

In the first season nations ranked 3 – 6 enter their second club into EHF Club Trophy (W) which will 
consist of 8 teams and be played at Whitsun. The format will be the same as for the present Women’s 

Club tournaments, namely two pools of four with cross over matches played on the last day.   
 

Finance 

Tournaments to be financed in exactly the same way as applies under current EHF Club Competition 
regulations, with participating clubs paying their own travel and hotel costs. 

 
Approved 
 
Priorities for Committee for the next period: 

 

1. Obtain hosts for Club Tournaments. 

2. Arrangements for the Outdoor Club Briefing meeting to be held in October 2012 in the EHF Office 

in Brussels. 

3. Ongoing support and advice to host venues and teams in all 2013 Clubs and Nations 

tournaments. 

The next meeting of the Outdoor Committee will be held on 01 September 2012 in Prague. 

 
Development Projects Committee 
 
Carola Meyer reported on Development Projects Committee 

 
1. Youth Development 

a. Preparations well underway for Youth Festival in Slovenia – Youth Panel assisted by 

Ute Edinger will be helping the Local organisation in the delivery of this Festival. 
2. Projects 

a. Reports received from Ireland and Portugal on the success of current projects  
b. Nordic Caravan preparations well underway 

3. Committee 
a. A review of our committee has resulted in a mixture of Zones and Projects for each 

member to follow up on as well as the normal activities of the committee. 

b. Preparations taking place for the next meeting of the committee in Slovenia at the 
same time as the Youth Festival 

4. Pitches 
a. Second hand pitch has been collected from Wakefield HC by Bulgarian HF (the only 

Federation who was ready with trucks at their expense) 
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5. Hockey for All 

a. CDO met KNHB (Rolf Martens)with a view to internationalising Disability resources 
6. EHF Club of Year Awards 

a. Thank you letters sent to every entrant has been very much appreciated  
b. Award details in place for Heilbronn 

 

Priorities for Committee for the next period (June to September): 
 

1. CDO visits Switzerland for a progress meeting with their new board on 18/19 June 
2. CDO visits Portugal for a progress meeting 20-22 July 

3. Russia CAP starts 3-6 June  
4. EuroHockey Skills Awards for U11 to be filmed and launched in September at Youth Festival in 

Slovenia 

5. Members to ensure that all Projects are progressed and reports are available for our next 
meeting in Slovenia. 

6. Continue with the progress on the web site especially the Give and Get “Market Place” 
concept and ensuring active participation from all concerned 

7. Continue to arrange Swiss second hand pitches  

8. Draft EHF Disability strategy with a view to using EuroHockey Championships 2013 to 
showcase the Strategy and an awareness event like in Germany. Also look at Wheelchair 

hockey awareness event linked to EHF EuroHockey Indoor Championships once venues are 
known 

9. Draft and agree Survey questions for 2012 survey to go out early October 
 

Carola also reported on her visit to the UDP meeting in Vienna which was very impressive with a lot of  

great work being done. 
 

She also visited Utrecht to meet with Norman Hughes regarding the Coaches Award programme 
 

She attended the NAC Seminar in Sofia which had 25 participants and was a success.  

During her visit she also met with some government officials, Bulgaria is one of the better developed 
Balkan countries, we hope that surrounding countries will follow. 

 
Leonardas Caikauskas reported that the NAC seminar in Vilnius was also a success.  

 

Education Committee 
 

Ludmila Pastorova reported on the Education Committee 
 

Umpires Working Group Report 

 
The Umpiring Group are meeting in Milan on 30th June/1st July to work on the next stage of 

suggestions for developing an EHF umpiring strategy. 
 

Following this meeting, we hope to be in a position to circulate our thoughts to the Education 

Committee for comment and feedback, with any agreed points and suggestions to be put to the 
Executive Board in September. 

 
Following a successful launch in Vienna in April, UDP activity now centres upon a get together in Den 

Bosch at the Junior Nations Tournament in August. 

 
Coaching Working Group Report 

 
 EHF Coaching Calendar 2012 – EHF has supported National seminars in 

o Hungary – Carel van der Staak 

o Ukraine – Jose M Brasca 
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 EHF Coach Awards 

o CDO met with KNHB and EHB to progress resources for EHF Level 1 and Level 2 

Awards. Target to finalise Level 1 by end 2012 and Level 2 by end 2013 is now 
achievable due to KNHB sharing resources 

o CDO now needs to brand the resources and make small amends to powerpoint 
resources 

o HK/CDO met in May to progress this  and other topics 

 
 EHF Webinar 

o Paul Box Grainger is researching potential platforms for EHF Webinar 

o Target to deliver 4 Coach Webinars between Sept – Dec 2012 
o HK/CDO to met in May to finalise the topics for the 4 workshops 

o Norbert Nederlof will project lead this also 
 

 EHF NACsport workshops 2012 

o East Zone workshop was successfully delivered in Vilnius (see earlier report on 

website) 
o Balkan Zone workshop being delivered 31 May – 3 June in Sofia – 5 nations attending 

 
 EHF Russia CAP 2012 

o Roelant Oltmans goes to Alexsin 3-6 June to deliver Russia CAP seminar no 1. 

  Next seminar in October. Working with Russia’s top club coaches 

 
 EHF Game Planner 2012 

o Gameplanner now available and will form part of EHF Level 1 and Level 2 resources. 

 
 EHF High Performance Panel 2012 

o CDO met with this panel in March (report sent earlier) 

o Roman Kruise attends FIH High Performance meeting in London and will feedback to 
EHF Education committee relevant information 

 

 Olympic Solidarity Seminar 

o Czech Rep finalising their plans for an OS Coaches seminar later in 2012 
 

 EHF Coaching Resources 2012 

o 100 copies of Euro Nations Final and Bronze Medal games have been distributed to 
each NA Head of Coaching and each EHF Coach conductor. Feedback has been very 

good. 

o Plan is to use remaining copies at EHF seminars 2012 
 

Priorities for Committee for the next period (please specify period): 
 

 Update Coach calendar every 3 months (Jun – Sept - Dec) 

 Complete a draft of EHF Level 1 for Sept meeting (Mar-Sept) 

 Finalise EHF Webinar for Sept launch (Mar- Sept) 

 Ensure success of 2nd NACsport workshop 

 Ensure success of Russia CAP May and prepare for Oct (Jun--Sept) 

 Progress Game planner online and promote to all EHF NAs and coaches(ongoing) 

 Meet HP group in July 

 Progress Women in Coaching proposal (CDO/JK) for Sept 2012 

 Update and refresh website section for coaches (ongoing) 

 Progress Hockey Play station proposal from Jelena Kupres (Sept 2012) 

 
A discussion took place with regard to EHF using coaches for our seminars who were involved in the 

unsanctioned World Series event in India.   
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It was agreed that no action should be taken by EHF at this time and to await the 
outcome of the FIH investigations. 
 

 

 

 

Officials Working Group Report 

Following the report of February 2012 the following actions has been taken: 

 

A.   Officials Refresher Seminar: 
 

- in the beginning of May a meeting took place between the members of Education Committee Edna 
Rutten and Sylvie Petitjean with Björn Isberg and Sheila Morrow, investigating the possibilities to 

conduct an Officials Refreshment Seminar and investigating the content of such a seminar 

- a follow-up meeting took place during the EHL Finals in Amsterdam on 27th May 
- Edna has made a list of possible participants, to be discussed within EHF Appointments Committee 

- Edna has sent invitational letters to Sheila Morrow and Guido Braca to co-conduct the seminar, to be 
held at the EHF Office in the weekend of 12th-14th October 2012 

as well as for the preliminary weekend at the EHF Office in the weekend of 22nd-23rd September 2012   
 

- participants to be invited before end of June 

 
B.     Workshops with local judges 

- at EHF tournaments all experienced TDs will organise and lead workshops with the local judges 
before the start of a tournament 

 

C.     2nd European Umpire Managers Seminar 
- Yolande Brada is responsible for the organisation of the UM seminar, to be held in Den Bosch during 

the Junior Championships, in the weekend of 1st-2nd September 2012. 
Conductors and Participants already have been invited. 

 

Priorities for Committee for the next period (please specify period): 
- in 2012 :  

to publish on the EHF website a framework of the TD briefing 
to develop guidelines to NA’s as to the nominations for local judges 

to start organising an officals seminar (TO level / intermediate), March 2013 (TBC) 
 

- in 2013: 

to develop and create a road map for officials in conjunction with an education plan for Euroean 
officials 

to develop a more adequate feedback form for officials 
- to develop a plan for education and recruiting umpire managers (female in particular)  (reference to 

report Yolande Brada – EHF Appointments Committee) 

 
 

Communications Committee 
 

Jean Christophe Capelle reported on the Communications Committee  

 
The Committee met on 31st March for the first time and it consists of a group of young, and 

enthusiastic people who also have a lot of IT and communication skills. 
 

The level of talent and enthusiasm in this committee is fantastic. Each member volunteered to take on 

a project with a report back on 31st May via a Skype meeting.  
Jean Christophe was ‘Chair’ or time-keeper. The quality of the papers and proposals made by the 

committee was outstanding. As the meeting was only on 31st May, it was agreed to hold off making 
final presentations on some projects to the Board until its September meeting.  
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EuroHockey Team   
Simon Mason presented a proposal for a “Best Team”  

 
At the bi-annual EuroHockey Championships, the best players from the men’s and women’s 

tournaments could be selected to form the Euro Team. This team could then be offered to the 

winning nation as opposition for a one-off profile raising game in that Nation. Currently that would be 
Germany Men v The Euro Team and The Netherlands Ladies v Euro Team for example. This game 

could be offered within the 4 weeks post event to help the nation that wins to celebrate and publicise 
their success. 

 
The Board approved the concept and asked the Committee to consider the matter further 
and to present a full proposal to the Board later in the year. 
 
EHF Media Guidelines – The paper was presented by Marcos Castro and will be presented to the 

Board in September. 
 

EuroHockey Photographer of the Year – The paper was presented by Matt Davies and Delphine 

Benoit-Mayoux and will be presented to the Board in September.  
 

EHF Sports Presentation – This paper was presented by Sabina Zampetti, it is a paper on ‘medal’ 
ceremonies for EuroHockey Tournaments. It will be presented to the Board in September.  

 
EHF PC Game – This paper was presented by Jakub Chomicz. It was agreed that more research 

needs to be done. A timescale on presentation to the Board was not agreed.  

 
EHF Results Project – Daniel Gass and Siobhan Madeley reported on progress to date. There are 

some technical issues due to the limitations of the Joomla platform for our website. In order for Daniel 
to better understand the issues involved he will undertake to do the results service for the EuroHockey 

Under 16 Tournaments in July. SM and DG will work over the summer to produce a proposal for the 

Board in September.  
 

GET and GIVE – a new name for Market Place 
Approved 
 

In addition:  
Siobhan met with Norman Hughes to agree changes to the Development areas of the website:  

Areas were identified to be removed  
Areas were identified to be changed and updated  

SM currently progressing with Carla (Webmaster) – all changes and updates to be completed by end 
June (latest)  

 

Priorities for Committee for the next period (please specify period): 
Progress by September:  

Media Guidelines  
Photographer Competition 

Sports Presentation 

PC Game – timeline to be agreed  
Project Results  

 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~oOo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Astroturf 

The President welcomed Michel Lootens & Sjouke Tjeerdsma of Astroturf to the meeting. 
 

She informed them that the EHF is delighted that they took the opportunity to come and meet us. 
 

The EHF is very thankful that Astroturf have been involved with us since 1995, she went on to say a 

lot is thanks to the great relationship David Balbirnie has developed with Astroturf over the years. We 
are delighted that there is new representation in Europe because we believe that there is alot of 

opportunity in Europe. 
 

Unfortunately some of our Board members are missing but they send their regards and apologies.   
 

The President presented gifts to Michel and Sjouke on behalf of the EHF. 

 
Sjouke and Michel introduced themselves and outlined the plans for Astroturf in Europe over the 

coming period, including plans for further developing their relationship with the EHF. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~oOo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

FIH Executive Board Report 
 
Marijke Fleuren reported on the most recent meeting of the FIH Executive Board. 

 

The meeting took place in Barcelona at end of March. 
 

She reported that the Quarter final system was agreed for the Champions Trophy and Champions 
Challenge. 

 

She noted that there was a lot of discussion on Strategic points during the meeting. 
 

The new FIH World League was one of the main subjects of the meeting, and she reported that she 
had expressed the EHF’s reservations regarding the progress of the tournament. 

 
The EHF Board agreed that still not enough information was received by Continental and National 

Associations.  

 
Again, the EHF wished to express on its and also on its Member Associations behalf that we are very 

unhappy with the information flow and overall planning of this new event.  
 

Sanctioned/Unsanctioned events: this is still problematic area.  There is a process underway to punish 

those who were involved in unsanctioned events. The regulations will be amended and given for 
approval to the FIH board in August 

 
The President presented a Press Bulletin which had been released in India with regard to the new 

League being established there. 
 

She confirmed that she would be inviting the presidents of Spain, Germany, The Netherlands and 

Belgium to meet with her during the upcoming Four Nations Tournament in Dusseldorf to discuss this 
new league and its possible effect on EHF competitions.  

 
She reported that anti-corruption regulations/betting is being discussed within the FIH, which will 

apply to the EHF when they have been agreed. 

 
She reported that a judicial commissioner is to be appointed within the FIH. 

 
The next meetings of the FIH Executive Board are due to take place in London on 9th/10th August. 
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Hon Treasurer’s Report 
 

Mika Rihtilä presented the Hon Treasurer’s Report following the Finance Committee 

meeting which took place on Thursday 7th June. 
 

Mika reported on the Subscription Proposal to be presented to the General Assembly at the meeting in 
November. 

 

He also presented the Budget for 2012 – 2013, as well as the Budget Actual to end of April 2012 and 
an update on outstanding loans. 

 
He presented the draft report received from the Auditor for 2011. 

 
Concerning the La Caixa loan account the Hon. Treasurer proposed to renew it for a further twelve 

months. The Board was asked to approve that the Hon General Secretary and Vice President Jorge 

Alcover have the authority to sign the renewal of the agreement. 
 

Approved 
 

The Board was asked to approve the adoption of the accounts to present to the General Assembly for 

formal approval at the meeting in November. 
 

Approved 
 
The Board was asked to approve that the Hon General Secretary was authorised to sigh the letter of 
representation to our Auditors. 

 

Approved 
 

The president thanked Mika for his report and the Finance Committee members for their work. 

 
Statute Working Group Report 
 
The Hon General Secretary presented a report on the meeting of the Statute Working Group and their 
recommendations for statute changes to be presented to the General Assembly for approval in 

November 
 

Following the review by the FIH and at its request the working group recommends that members of 
the Executive Board are not eligible for election if they have reached the age of seventy (70) years as 

at the date of the Ordinary General Assembly at which they stand for election or if they will reach that 

age within six (6) months after it. This change will keep EHF in line with current FIH statutes. 
 

Hon. General Secretary; the working group recommends replacing the Hon. General Secretary with a 
Director General appointed by the Board. This change will keep EHF in line with current FIH statutes. 

 

The Hon General Secretary asked for the Board to approve the proposed changes to the statutes 
which will then be sent to FIH for their agreement prior to presentation at the General Assembly. 

 
Approved 

 
The Hon General Secretary also presented some proposed updates to the Regulations of Enforcement 
of Discipline and for Appeals, and also to Rules of Procedure on a Reference. 

 
Approved 
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Finally a document was presented with a proposal on the Carry Forward of Suspensions awarded to 

players on the final days of EHF tournaments. 
 

The Board agreed for this to be brought back at the meeting in September 
 

The President thanked the Hon General Secretary and the working group for their excellent work, and 

wished in particular to note her thanks to Tim Ollerenshaw, EHF Disciplinary Officer for his valuable 
contribution. 

 

23rd General Assembly Review 
 
The Hon General Secretary updated the Board on the planning of the 24th EHF General Assembly. 
 

The EHF Executive Board is scheduled to meet on Thursday 1st November following the FIH Executive 
Board meeting, for approximately 1 hour. 

 

The FIH Forum will take place on Friday 2nd November, and the 24th EHF General Assembly is 
scheduled to take place at 16h00 on Friday 2nd November. 

 
The Administration Officer reported briefly on her visit inspection visit to Kuala Lumpur and expressed 

her satisfaction with the provisional arrangements that are in place. She is working closely with the 

FIH to ensure the successful planning of the General Assembly. 

 
Strategic Plan 
 
The Hon General Secretary reported on a meeting of the Secretary Generals of the Continental 

Federations which was held at the EHF Office in March where the Strategic Plans were discussed.  
 

The EHF will update communications section of our Strategic Plan, chair of the Communications 

Committee Jean-Christophe Capelle will bring proposed changes to the meeting in September for 
approval of the Board.  

 
Hon General Secretary’s Report 
 
Correspondence 

 
The Hon General Secretary reported that a letter had been received from the FIH President to thank 

the EHF for the use of our offices during the meeting of the Continental Federations.  
 

The Lithuanian Hockey Federation had sent a letter of complaint to the FIH with regard to the World 
League and a reply was received.  

 

As a result of these exchanges, the Lithuanian Hockey Federation were able to use these letters in 
order to receive some financial help from their National Olympic Committee. Unfortunately they must 

withdraw their men’s team entry, however thanks to the help from the NOC they will still be in a 
position to send a women’s team. 

 
The EHF received a copy of the letter from the FIH to EHF Member Associations on 4th May concerning 
regulations for sanctioned/unsanctioned events. 

 
Wales and Italy have unfortunately withdrawn from Women’s Junior Championship II in Aleksin, 

Russia.   
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New Presidents of EHF Member Associations 

 
Bruno Schurter is the new President of Swiss Hockey 

 
Sara Pettersson, who is a member of the EHF Development Projects Committee is the new President 

of Swedish Hockey 

 
Meeting of Continental Federations:  

 
R.David Balbirnie reported further on the meeting of Continental Federations which was attended by 

Kelly Fairweather FIH CEO, and Sarah Massey, FIH,  
Round 1 of the World League was discussed with the FIH requesting that Continental Federations play 

a role in the organisation of tournaments. 

 
The EHF confirmed that as we have a large amount of our own tournaments to organise, we do not 

wish to be involved in the organisation of FIH events, however as they will involve European officials, 
the EHF will take the responsibility of making appointments for these tournaments. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding  
The Memorandum of Understanding for 2012/13/14 between the FIH and EHF was reviewed. The 

Board authorised the President and Hon. General Secretary to sign on behalf of the Federation. 
 

Musco Lights 
A venue has been identified in Holland for a set of Musco lights, and there is also a possible venue in 

Germany in an indoor hall. 

 
Musco will send representatives to both venues to make inspections and come forward with proposals 

for the installation of the lights. 
 

In Lithuania, a letter has been received from the Mayor of Vilnius, confirming that they will be in a 

position to install the set of Musco lights, the Hon General Secretary is scheduled to visit Vilnius in the 
coming weeks to progress this.  

 
The official switching on of the lights in Zagreb, Croatia has been scheduled for October.  

 
Any Other Business 
 

Jean Christophe Capelle referred to a request from the High Performance Group to move the dates of 

the Youth U18 Championships in 2013 to the end of July, the Board advised that such a request would 
need to come from the National Associations involved and not the High Performance Group. 

 
 

As there was no further business the President thanked the Board for their contribution, noted that 
she looked forward to seeing many of them in London for the Olympics, wished all a nice summer and 

closed the meeting. 


