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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 
EHF Office, Brussels, Belgium,  

14th & 15th December 2012 
 
 
 

Present: 
 

Marijke Fleuren, President, Jorge Alcover, Mika Rihtilä, Carola Meyer, Leonardas Caikauskas (Part), 
Jean-Christophe Capelle, Simon Mason, Ludmila Pastorova, Jerzy Smorawinski, Jan Vymazal (Part)  

 

Apologies for Absence: 
 

 

In Attendance:  
 

Angus Kirkland, EHF Director General  
Jane Brennan, Administration Officer 

 
Gerry Ralph, Chair Development Projects Committee 

Ray O’Connor, Chair Appointments Committee 

Norman Hughes, Continental Development Officer 
Dariusz Kurc, Competitions Manager 

Siobhan Madeley, Communications Manager 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~oOo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Minutes:  
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st November in Kuala Lumpur, were signed by the President as a 

true record. 

 
 

President’s Welcome: 
 

The President welcomed the board to the fifth Executive Board meeting of 2012. 

 
She welcomed Gerry Ralph and Norman Hughes and looked forward to fruitful discussions about 

development in Europe. 
 

She reported that Director General, Angus Kirkland started his position in EHF with a busy November 

and she noted his wonderful enthusiasm about everything that is happening in hockey in Europe.  He 
has remarked that the “business model” of EHF is excellent and is enjoying spending time at our office 

in Brussels. 
 

The President went on to report that she met with him recently in Utrecht and they are in regular 
contact by phone and email.  She thanked him for all his efforts for EHF so far and looked forward to 

a bright future.  
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FIH Congres 

The President spoke about the FIH Executive Board elections in Kuala Lumpur and noted that Europe 
was unfortunate to lose a representative in Stephan Abel, who was always an excellent contributor 

and did a lot of valuable work for Europe within the FIH Board. 
 

Anne Ellis also finished serving on the Executive Board and the President reported that she made a 

presentation to Anne on behalf of the EHF to thank her for her wonderful contribution over the years. 
 

She noted with pleasure however that Sue Catton (ENG) was elected to the Board with a significant 
number of votes which is good news for Europe.  

 
She reported that the next meeting of the new FIH Executive Board would take place in March 2013. 

 

During the Congres, Great Britain Hockey received the Presidential Award for producing such 
marvellous Olympic Games. Through the Games Hockey got excellent global profile.  

 
Visits 

The President went on to report on several visits she made over the past months: 

 
Portugal 

She travelled with EHF Vice President Jorge Alcover to Portugal and attended their Hockey Awards 
celebration, which was a very enjoyable day of celebration of players and volunteers.  

 
She reported that the new president Joana Goncalves made an excellent speech and she looks 

forward to working closely with the new President.  It was also impressive to see the work done by 

the rest of the Federation in particular their Communications Officer and CE. 
Assuncao Pinto and Pedro Sarmento (just have a look for his right name!) have stepped down from 

their positions with Portuguese Hockey and the President had the opportunity to thank them for their 
work. 

 

It was noted that a lot of 7 a-side hockey is currently being played successfully in Portugal. 
 

Ukraine 
The President also visited Sumy (UKR) with FIH President Leandro Negre and R.David Balbirnie.  

They met Sergey Bubka, President of the Olympic Committee and the Mayor Hennadiy Minayev and 

Anatoily Epifanof, President of Sumy Hockey Region.  She reported on the excellent Indoor facilities 
there, but their outdoor hockey facilities need some enlargement.   

 
Croatia 

She reported on a visit to Zagreb (CRO) on the occasion of the official “switch on” of Musco lights 
which had been donated by Musco Lighting and originally allocated to Hungary in 2007.  Unfortunately 

they were not able to be installed in Hungary but the President was delighted to report that they are 

now installed in Zagreb. 
Dave Shanahan of Musco Lighting also attended the occasion.  The President reported that they were 

very well received in this beautiful city, and she was delighted to see so many young people involved.  
 

The President went on to talk about the purpose of the various visits which is to meet hockey people 

in their own environments and to have the opportunity see what they are proud of, what issues they 
are facing on the ground, what will help them and what will not.   

 
They are also good opportunities to spot new talents in our hockey family such as volunteers who are 

tirelessly working for hockey but who may not have to confidence to progress further.  
 

It is a time consuming exercise but it is important to continue this practise and retain good relations 

with all our Member Associations.  
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The President went on to request that the Executive Board consider taking the time to make some 

visits on her behalf such as attending tournaments. 
 

Finance 
The President noted that it is very clear that Europe is struggling.  We have seen it in hockey in these 

last months with examples such as Italy withdrawing from Indoor Nations tournaments for the next 

two years, as well as other National Associations who are struggling to host tournaments.  
 

We have seen for example that the Indoor Junior Nations Championship II for Women has been 
cancelled as all but 2 teams have withdrawn their participation.  

 
Other nations will also suffer as a consequence so it is really important to be aware of these problems. 

 

TriFinance EuroHockey Championships 2013  
The President noted that she is looking forward to receiving the report from the Chair of the 

organising committee of the EuroHockey Championships at the end of the meeting, and she reported 
that a meeting had taken place with the Director General, Competitions Manager, Administration 

Officer and local Organising Committee in November. 

 
The President spoke about the unfortunate incident which recently occurred in the Netherlands 

resulting in the death of a football official at an U16 boys football match.  
 

As she is heavily involved in a big Values programme in the Netherlands, along with the head of 
Football Association and the National Olympic Committee, she was of course involved in the reaction 

to this terrible tragedy. 

 
The President noted that unfortunately it is not possible to solve such a problem in one day, but that 

the power of the programme is not to speak only of punishments but of preventions. 
 

This problem can only be solved when we realise it is about all of us, it starts with education at home, 

starts with school and with sport.  We must all think about what sportsmanship truly is, what are the 
roles of different parties involved? 

 
She noted that Board Members (particularly in clubs) are especially important, they are the ones who 

must act when necessary. 

 
It is important to understand the policy of values.   

Simple things like arriving on time, putting your rubbish in the bin, being welcoming and friendly to 
new people are essential. 

 
For parents: good behaviour is imperative, it is important that parents learn the rules of the game, 

don’t shout at the umpires, coaches or opposition, and above all understand the game is your child’s 

game and not yours. 
 

The most important thing to recommend to players is to enjoy the game, and always respect the 
interest of your opponent, even under the most stressful situation.  

 

The President emphasised that this is a subject very close to her heart, and it is important to use our 
common sense to pay respect to everyone who deserve it and we in Europe also must all understand 

it is about us and not the others. 
 

Whilst we are fortunate enough to not have a big problem with physical abuse in hockey, this is not 
the case with verbal abuse as this is often a problem in hockey. 

 

The Board discussed the difficulties of this battle and the importance of setting an example – despite 
the fact that it may lead to unpopularity at the time – the goal is too important. 
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The Board proposed requesting Tournament Directors to emphasise the importance of respect and 

values during their pre-tournament briefings, it is already clearly in the code of conduct but it is 
important to stress the point that all players and coaches behave and reinforce respect for all. 

 
 

Matters Arising 
 
None 

 

FIH Executive Board Report 
 

The President reported on the meeting of the FIH Executive Board which took place in 
November 2012 

 
World League 

The President reported that this was discussed extensively, and that she had communicated all the 

European concerns about programmes, including timing etc. 
 

World Cup 
The new 16 team format for the World Cup was agreed and the qualification criteria will be the next 

discussion point. To be discussed by the Competitions Committee of the FIH in their next meeting. 

 
Indoor 

The Indoor world ranking was discussed and agreed, with a system produced by Guido Braca. 
 

The Qualification criteria and numbers for 2015 were discussed for the Indoor World Cup 

12 teams: 6 from Europe both men and women. For the women also the first reserve will come from 
Europe. 

 
TV rights/commercial rights/international rights. 

The FIH is currently researching and developing a policy/strategic  
 

The President noted that this is an area the EHF is also developing and the Director General is 

currently involved in this. 
 

Hockey India League 
The President reported that the players Auction is scheduled to take place on 16th December.  

 
Development Co-Ordination Committee Annual Report 

 

Carola Meyer reported on the meeting of the Development Co-Ordination Committee 

which took place the previous day 
 

She noted that it was the first meeting of the new group which as you will hear in the reports, has 
been very busy since the formation of the two new committees (Development Projects and 

Education).  
 

Last month, with the help of the President, we made contact with several Wheelchair Hockey 

Associations and this has lead to what will be a Demonstration Event during the EuroHockey Club Cup 
in Lille in February 2013. 

 
The Youth Panel has been very successful this year and we hope that they will continue their excellent 

work into 2013 and beyond. 

 
Carola thanked Angus Kirkland for attending the meeting and also to the Administration Officer and 

the office for their support. 
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Development Projects Committee 
 

Gerry Ralph reported on the plans for the Development Projects Committee in 2013. 
 

Gerry thanked the Executive Board, Carola and the EHF office for their support, but above all he 

thanked Norman Hughes, CDO for the enormous work he does for the development of hockey in 
Europe. 

 
Gerry then reported that his committee propose a 3 tier approach consistent with the Education 

Committee. We hope to simplify our message to our member NAs by taking this approach. 

 
NA SUPPORT – TIER 1  

  
Key Focus is on player growth: 

 
 NA PROJECT SUPPORT 

Projects targeted at stimulating player growth in each of the NAs and engaging the next 

generation. 

 
 ZONAL FORUMS  

 KIT/PITCHES/CLUB AWARDS 

 The above projects target player growth /retention across Europe 

 
HOCKEY 4 ALL –Promoting Access - TIER 2  

 

Key focus on Developing Disability Hockey across Europe 
 

The above project delivers the strategic promise of promoting access 
 

INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION - YOUTH- TIER 3  

 
Key focus is inspiring the Youth of Europe through Leadership training, Festivals, Summer Camps and 

Resources 
 

Education Committee 
 
Ludmila Pastorova reported on the plans for the Education Committees working groups: 

Coaches, Umpires and Technical Officials for 2013. 
 

Coaches 
 

The Education Committee has recognised the strengths of the Umpire Development Project (UDP) and 

wishes to mirror such a programme for coaches. 
 

TOP COACHES PROGRAMME (TCP) – Tier 1  
2 Year Programme: 

The targeted nations are: AUT/AZE/BLR /CZE/ITA/POL/RUS/SUI/UKR 

1 mentor for 2 coaches 
High Level Seminar/Training Camps/Webinars 

NA contribution of Euro 500 per coach 
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EMERGING COACHES PROGRAMME (ECP) – Tier 2  

2 Year Programme: 
The targeted nations are: BUL/CRO/DEN/GIB/GRE/LTU/POR/SVK/SWE/TUR  

Practical Workshops/Club Training Camps/Webinars 
NA contribution of Euro 500 per coach 

 

NATIONAL COACH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES (NAP): Tier 3  
1 Year Programme: 

The targeted nations are: ARM/EST/CYP/FIN/FYROM/GEO/HUN/MLT/MDA/NOR/ROM/SER/SLO 
Practical Workshops/EHF Level 1 Award Seminars/Webinars 

 
Umpires 

Two events have been organised since September - a very successful Graduation Weekend and 

Dinner for UDP Groups 4 & 5 was held at East Grinstead alongside EHL 1.2.  In addition to the 
presentation evening attended by Carola Meyer, Ludmila Pastorova, Ray O'Connor, Margaret 

Hunnaball and Jean Duncan, a programme of group discussions at the EHL matches was organised 
with the umpires and mentors, to add value to the weekend for all those attending. 

 

Thomas Eilmer is organising a "Train the Trainers" style event at the Balkan Junior Indoor 
championships in Banja Kanjiza, Serbia from 14th-16th December, with representatives from Serbia, 

Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Macedonia, and Greece attending. 
 

This proposal seeks to map out a clear strategy for the development of umpiring in Europe in a 

coherent whole - a three tier strategy - and one aligned to the EHF strategic plan objective of closing 
the performance gap.   

 
Umpire Development Programme (UDP) – Tier 1  

Continue 
 

Umpires 4 Europe (U4E) – Tier 2  

For umpires not chosen for UDP & other promising umpires 
NA contribution of Euro 250 per umpire 

 
Supporting National Growth: Tier 3  

Practical training & regional tournaments 

Webinars 
 

Officials 
 

A high level Technical Officials Seminar took place in October in Brussels which covered subjects 
including pre-tournament preparation, TD briefings, co-operation and organisation with umpires, 

hearings etc. 

 
The spearheads of EHF Education Committee, working group officials, are: 

- to develop an education plan and road map for officials 
- to make resources available on the EHF website (to create a TD package) 

- to design guidelines on competences and capabilities in the technical officials area 

(including to design an update of the feed forward forms for Technical Officials and Umpire Managers) 
- to continue organizing seminars, workshops etc. 

Due to this workload EHF Education Committee, working group officials, would highly appreciate an 
extension with one more member. 

 

Action plan Officials and Umpires Managers 2013-2014 
Originally an action plan for officials and umpires managers was launched in the January 2012 

meeting of the EHF Education Committee, working group officials.  
Amongst other topics it foresees to create a road map for officials. 
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Seminars 

The Committee is taking forward these plans to 2013 by organising 3 seminars:  
- a Technical Officials seminar (intermediate course), a list of participants to be proposed by EHF 

Appointments Committee in close cooperation with EHF Education Committee and participants to be 
invited by EHF Education Committee 

- a basic Technical Officials seminar (to educate and develop Judges), participants to be 

nominated by NA’s 
- a one day refresher course for European Umpire Managers : the focus will be on exchanging 

experiences, coaching and feed forward and marking system etc. 
 

Workshops 
Furthermore the EC, working group officials, will organise and continue the workshops, lead by an 

experienced TD, with the local judges before the start of a tournament based on a powerpoint 

presentation (basic information, needed to do the job and to match expectations) followed by a 
questionnaire to fill in. (= the first step tracking the motivation skills, personal expectations, 

willingness to continue or not). 
 

The EC, working group officials, will also work on: 

 
Feed Forward Forms 

- an update of the feed forward form for Umpires Managers and  
- an anonymous system for 360 degrees feed back regarding Umpires Managers 

 
Guidelines and job description for Technical Officials 

- guidelines for NA’s to nominate local judges, which is sent to EHF Appointments Committee to be 

approved and used for the upcoming Indoor appointments 
- job description for Technical Officials (all levels): a draft will be developed at the EHF TO refresher 

seminar. 
 

Webinars 

- to look for possibilities to organize a web based forum for Technical Officials in order to share 
experiences and challenges, before/during/after a tournament. 

 
Any other business 

- request by EHF Youth Panel on courses for youth officials  

 
To be considered in the next meeting: 

- the buddy/mentoring system 
- the possibilities for webinar/webforum 

- to propose job descriptions and feed forward forms 
 

 

The President thanked the committees for their reports and work. 
She noted that the consistent system across all was excellent. 

 
She expressed concern that language can often cause communication difficulties and asked the 

committees to consider methods to help ease these difficulties in a small way where possible. 

 
Regarding officials, the President was delighted to see the structured programme proposed by the 

committee – this is a big step forward. 
She noted that there seemed to be a gap with regard to the evaluation of TDs, and also asked that a 

career path be developed for them. 
Finally she offered to present on values and respect during the TD seminar in 2013. 
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Euro Hockey League 
 
Jorge Alcover reported on the meeting of the EHL Technical Working Group which took place on 13th 

December 
 

He confirmed that a meeting of the EHL Board would take place on Friday 20th December in 

Hilversum. 
 

Jean Chirstoph Capelle suggested that the draw for the KO16 be publicized for example via webcast 
from the EHF office. 

 

 

Competitions Committee – Outdoor 
 
Jorge Alcover reported on the Competitions Committee – Outdoor 
 

 
1. The Committee can confirm that Royal Antwerp HC has agreed to host the Women’s Club 

Champions Trophy. 
 

2. Two teams (HK Zrinjevac (CRO) and HC NSA Sofia (BUL)) have withdrawn from the Women’s 

Club Champions Challenge III, Porto (POR).  
These teams will be replaced by:Kecioren Baglum SK (TUR) and Eagle HC (GIB). 

 
3. Dariusz Kurc, together with Angus Kirkland and Jane Brennan attended a meeting with KBHB 

regarding the Nations Championships 2013. 

 
4. A review meeting after the U21 Nations Championships (W & M) 2012 den Bosch was held 

with David Voskamp and Dariusz Kurc. 
 

5. A meeting for outdoor Hosts took place organised by the EHF, conducted by Wiert Doyer, 

Siobhan Madeley and Dariusz Kurc. 
 

The President emphasized the importance of good attendance at the hosts meeting. 
It was proposed to make this meeting mandatory for all hosts but that EHF would offer some financial 

support to facilitate attendance. The suggestion to combine the indoor and outdoor hosts at one 
meeting is also a good one. 

 

Agreed 
 

6. Withdrawals from the Outdoor events were reported to the Disciplinary Commissioner for 
further action. He has also been invited to attend the Meeting of the Competitions Committee 

Outdoor in February 2013. 

 
7. Both 2012/13 EHL Rounds 1 were completed successfully. There were no major problems. 

The video umpire routine with separate video umpires proved to be very successful. It 
reduces the time of the appeal significantly. 

 
8. The draw for the EHL KO 16 has been published. 

 

The next meeting of the Outdoor Committee will be held on 09 February 2013 in Brussels. 
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Competitions Committee – Indoor 
 
Jan Vymazal presented a report from the Competitions Committee - Indoor 

 

1. KTHC Rot-Weiss Koln withdrew from hosting the Indoor Club Championship (W) in Koln 
(GER). 

 
SV Arminen (AUT) offered to host the above event and that a formal application to host has 

been submitted; the offer to host has been accepted. 

 
2. All Match Schedules for Indoor Nations and Indoor Club tournaments in 2013 have been 

agreed with the host Organizers and published on the EHF website. 
 

3. A meeting with Indoor Club Organizers took place in the EHF office on 27 October 2012. 
Contribution to the meeting from Siobhan Madeley (EHF Communications Manager) and 

Dariusz Kurc (EHF Competitions Manager). 

 
4. Italian national teams have withdrawn from all EHF Indoor tournaments for the next 2 years. 

The committee has found replacements for them in relevant tournaments. 
 

5. Due to the passing of Guido Braca, the committee needed to find a new secretary. It was 

proposed that Casper GULDBRANDSEN (DEN) would be a good candidate and he agreed to 
fulfil the responsibilities of his new role 

 
6. Due to a number of withdrawals we have had to cancel the tournament in Bratislava – 

Indoor Junior Nations II (Women), 18-20 January 2013. 
After withdrawals only two teams remained: TUR and SVK and it is not possible to hold a 

tournament with only 2 teams.  

 The Competitions Manager attempted to find replacement teams, but without any 
 success.  

Turkey, as the next ranked team have been invited to participate in he Indoor Junior Nations 
Championship, 27-27 January 2013 in Prague (CZE), as there are currently only 7 teams 

taking part in this tournament and they have confirmed that they will take this place.  

 
The next meeting of Indoor Committee will be held on 11 May 2013 in Glasgow (SCO). 

 

Disciplinary Report 
 

A report was received in advance from Tim Ollerenshaw, EHF Disciplinary Commissioner: 
 

Apart from the very latest round of Tournaments and matters arising from them – about which I am 
currently in discussion with the Competitions Manager – almost all previous matters up to September 

2012 have been decided upon and the files closed or awaiting payment of outstanding fines.  With 

regard to the outstanding fines all sanctions have been published on the EHF website.  The most 
recent of those relate to penalties imposed upon Federations in respect of “late withdrawal” from 

Tournaments and Competitions:- 
 

 Wales 

 WKS Grunwald (POL) 

 Asteras Agion (GRE) 

 HK Spartak EV (SRB) 

 Sirvintos Inta-Bltic (LTU) 

 HC Banite (BUL) 

 Ukinerioni Kutaisi (GEO) 

 Cankaya Belediya (TUR) 

 HKM Nova Dubnica (SVK) 

 HK Bask (SRB) 
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Payments of fines are strictly due today (30 November), but I have no knowledge of whether those 
payments have actually been met or not as they are “invoiced” from the EHF office.  The following 

“late withdrawal” files are subject to review:- 
 

Wales 

Poland 
Bulgaria 

Slovakia  
Serbia 

 
Disciplinary matters relating to the numbers of cards given in Junior Competitions/Tournaments (down 

to U16) which relate essentially to males, have been discussed and are to be addressed at a meeting 

scheduled for 9 February in Brussels where I will attend with the Competitions Manager:  it is 
anticipated that this will be dealt with by way of education rather than sanctions” 

 
The Board requested that late withdrawal issues be dealt with closer to the end of the relevant 

tournament in order to resolve any issues swiftly. 

 

Regulations Working Group 
 
Dariusz Kurc presented the report from the Regulations Working Group 
 

The Regulations Working Group (RWG) held its second meeting at the EHF offices in Brussels on 
Saturday 24 November.   

The group is made up of: Sheila Morrow, Bjorn Isberg, Erhard Eissmayer, David Whittle and Dariusz 

Kurc. 
 

Set out below are the main issues arising out of the meeting:  
The attendants started the meeting with a remembrance moment to Guido Braca. He is dearly missed  

 
 The RWG reaffirmed that its overall aim was to reduce the confusion for players, umpires and 

technical officials by ensuring that, as far as possible, the EHF and FIH Regulations were 

consistent.   To this end, it was working to reduce the number of different sets of regulations 

from the current 7 to 4 – Nations Indoor; Nations Outdoor; Clubs Indoor and Clubs Outdoor – 
with any differences for specific events being set out in an Appendix for that particular 

competition.   
 The RWG recognises that there are currently some major differences between the EHL rules 

and the FIH rules particularly in relation to certain aspects of the Shoot-out, green and yellow 

card regulations and the playing of the ball above the shoulder.  The group has asked the 

Competitions Manager to discuss these with the EHL Working Group at their next meeting to 
see if they would be willing to bring the EHL rules in line with those of the FIH 

 Pending a positive outcome to these discussions, as a general rule, where there are 

differences between the EHF/EHL and the FIH Regulations, EHF Nations events will follow the 
FIH regulations.  However, given that the ultimate promotion for any club is to the EHL (and 

CCC for women), Club events would follow the EHL regulations so that at least there is 
consistency between the regulations for all levels of club competitions .  The Executive Board 

may wish to note that, if the clubs follow the EHL regulations, there are a number of major 

differences from those of the FIH in relation to : 
o The shoot-out where the EHF awards a penalty goal for an offence by the defending 

goalkeeper and the FIH a replay for an unintentional foul or a penalty stroke for an 
intentional foul. 

o Composition of a Team: where a team elects not to include a second GK in their team 

of 18 players, the FIH limits the squad to 16 whereas the EHF regulations allow 17 
players 

 As part of its discussions, the RWG looked at the current EHF and FIH Codes of Conduct 

noting that, in the main they were the same in content although in many respects the EHF 
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version has a clearer layout.  However, as can be seen from the attached document, there are 

a few, albeit mainly minor, differences, the one major one being that the FIH now include 
`Any act of violence on the field of play’ as a Level 2 offence whereas it is still a Level 3 

offence in the EHF Code.    
  

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Executive agrees that the EHF Code and 

Penalties be amended to be consistent with that of the FIH. 

Agreed 
 

 It was also noted that the current EHF regulations concerning Protests state that `In the case 

that there is no Appeal Jury, this (the decision of the Tournament Director) decision is final’ 
and questioned whether this could be open to challenge.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the issue is referred to the EHF Disciplinary 

Commissioner for comment and possible action. 

Agreed 
 

Priorities for Committee for the next period (please specify period): 
 

1 To prepare drafts of the new Regulations for consultation as follows: 

 A first draft of the Outdoor Regulations in the new format to be considered by the 

Outdoor Competitions Committee at its meeting on 9 February 2013.  
 A revised draft together with any issues requiring policy change will be submitted to the 

Executive Committee for discussion and decision at its meeting on 8/9 March 2013. 

 A first draft of the Indoor Regulations in the new format to be considered by the Indoor 

Competitions Committee at its meeting on 11 May 2013 
2 To revise the EHF Code of Conduct: 

 A first draft to be considered by the Executive Board in December 2012 

3 To seek Executive Committee approval of the final versions of both the Indoor and Outdoor 
Regulations and the Code of Conduct at its meeting on 7/8 June 2013 

4 The new Regulations to become effective as follows: 

 Outdoor Regulations – September 2013 

 Indoor Regulations – January 2014 

 
 

The President thanked the working group for their work and also thanked the Competitions Manager 
for his contribution. 

 

Strategic Plan 
 

The Director General reported that a meeting has been scheduled between the Office Bearers in 
January 2013 to review the current strategic plan. 

 

This reviewed plan will be brought to the Executive Board meeting in March for wider discussion. 
 

The President invited the board to send any thoughts/ideas regarding the Strategic Plan to Angus 
Kirkland in advance of the meeting January.  
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General Assembly 2013 
 
The Director General gave an update on the General Assembly 2013. 

 
Angus Kirkland reported that he had met with Jean Christoph Capelle from the Belgian Hockey 

Federation to discuss this and would give a further update on progress at the next Executive Board 

Meeting. 
 

He wished to thank Belgian Hockey in advance for taking on the organisation of this event.  
 

Regarding a theme for the 25th General Assembly, the Board were asked for their thoughts on this. 

 
The theme of Communication was suggested and the Communications Committee will be consulted 

regarding expanding on this theme. 

 

Director General Report 
 
The Director General reported on his first 2 months in the position.  He noted that it has been an 

interesting experience and particularly nice to work with people of so many different cultures and 
nationalities. 

 

He praised the general “business model” of the organisation as being very strong and noted that he 
did not intend to propose any major changes as everything seems to be working very well – it is 

extremely simple and well-structured.  Going forward, he hopes to enhance the current well 
structured framework. 

 

Angus thanked the Executive Board and the staff for their excellent support so far.  
 

Correspondence 
A fact sheet about London 2012 Olympic games was received 

 
A copy of a letter from ASOIF to Pat Hickey, President of the European Olympic Committee was 

received on the subject of the proposed European Olympic Games.  ASOIF noted that this project has 

not been received positively by many International Federations and therefore ASOIF would not be 
supporting it.  

 
The Executive Board once again noted that the EHF will not support this project for 2015 but would 

possibly be in a position to support it in the future. 

 
Lithuania have withdrawn from World league Round II in South Africa – EHF received a copy of the 

letter to FIH.  It was noted that Lithuania were already replacing Ukraine in this tournament. 
 

Correspondence was received from the FIH regarding sanctioned/unsanctioned events templates. 
The President reported that the system has been modified slightly: National Associations can now 

determine a group/level of players who will require a No Objection Certificate, therefore it will no 

longer be necessary for every player. 
 

Elections/New Presidents: 
Angus reported that Mika Rihtila has been elected as the new president of Finnish Hockey. 

The Board congratulated Mika on this election and wished him well in his new position. 

 
Joana Goncalves was elected as the new president of the Portuguese Hockey Federation 

 
Damir Hrupec has been elected as the president of the Croatian Hockey Federation. 

 

Santiago Deo has been re-elected as President of the Spanish Hockey Federation. 
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Ales Skalic has been elected as the President of the Slovenian Hockey Federation. 

 
There will be elections for the new Board of the Russian Hockey Federation on the 27th December. 

  
General 

Italy have kindly agreed to host the Executive Board for its June Meeting 

 
The minutes have been received from the Continental Federation meeting which took place in Kuala 

Lumpur: 
Subjects discussed included staffing, World League & challenges, per diem rates for officials 

discussed, logo on players’ shirts. 
 

MOUs have been signed until end of 2013, the FIH to advise levels of funding for 2014 at some point, 

and if there is any additional funding the EHF agreed that this will be sent to Pan America and Asia. 
 

Angus noted that the Conference on Sport Education & Culture took place in Amsterdam and the 
President attended part of this event.  She reported that there were discussions regarding athletes 

and which persons are important for their careers. She met again Sergey Bubka, being the chairman 

of the Entourage Committee of IOC. This committee is especially involved in the mentioned careers. 
The Board recognised that this is a problem as the demand on the players increases. 

She noted that there were a lot of athletes involved in the forum which was excellent. 
 

The President received from Leonardas Caikauscas an announcement about the Universiad in Kazan 
2013. 

The Board noted this initiative with pleasure.  

 

Communications Committee Report 
 

Siobhan Madeley, Communications Manager presented a report from the Communications 
Committee. 

 
The President welcomed Siobhan to meeting 

 
Siobhan presented the Communications committee members and their individual projects as well as 

projects for 2013 and further. 

 
These included: 

Projects Results  
This is a new interactive system which will allow hosts/organisers to update results directly onto the 

EHF website, and will also link directly to their own tournament website. 

This will be trialled during the Indoor Junior Nations Championship Vienna 
Siobhan wished to thank Daniel Glass for his excellent work in developing this system.  

 
Hall of Fame  

The proposal for an EHF Hall of Fame was enthusiastically received by the Board who approved to 
proceed with the project. 

 

Photography Competitions 
Siobhan reported that Mercian have kindly agreed to sponsor this project for 2013. 

The new format of the competition will aim to engage with more people.   
 

Website 

Siobhan gave a review of the website in 2012 including increased numbers of hits/views. 
The Committee proposed that the EHF invest in a new, bespoke website in order to improve our 

profile, drive our marketing and generate traffic across all core platforms. 
It was proposed to go out to tender up to 5 companies within the coming months 

Agreed 
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EHF App 
Siobhan then went on to present and launch the EHF App which had been developed in co-ordination 

with the Director General, with a view to developing further along with the new website when 
established. 

 

Jean-Christoph Capelle thanked Siobhan and the rest of his committee for their excellent work. 
 

The President also thanked the committee and wished went on to say that it is fantastic to see the 
enthusiasm of the committee. The Executive Board are extremely impressed by the initiatives taken 

by this committee and are excited to see the outcomes of these projects in the near future. 
 

 

TriFinance EuroHockey Championships Men and Women, 2013 
 

A presentation on the organisation of the tournament was received from Eduard Biekens (Organising 
Committee Chair). 

 

The President thanked Eduard for his excellent presentation and assured him that the Board were 
looking forward to a great tournament. 

 
 

Appointments Committee  
 
Ray O’Conner presented a report from the Appointments Committee 
 

He began by thanking the staff in the EHF office for their support of the Appointments Committee – 

and wished to emphasise to the board that the work done by the Appointments Committee is not just 
at the meetings but in fact almost every day of the year there is work within Appointments – involving 

making replacements, managing withdrawals etc. 

 
The first meeting of the renewed Appointments Committee took place on 22 September 2012. 

 
Review Indoor and Outdoor seasons 2012 

 Review of all umpiring appointments 

 Review of UM reports and UM feedback reports 

 TO and Judge feedback reports and comments  

 Discrepancies between TD reports and UM feedback forms noted. ** 

 

** 
Based on these discrepancies the members of the AC who are participating in the Education 

Committee (Sylvie Petitjean and Yolande Brada) shall communicate to the working group Officials EC 
for TD Seminar – nothing should be included in TD report that is not included in UM feedback report. 

AC would like more clarity and fairness in all reports (TD, UM, and UPFs) across the board 
 

360° feedback umpires managers 

At the end of the summer 2012 all umpires involved at the junior nations tournaments have been 
asked to give feedback regarding the umpires managers. This has been done through Survey Monkey, 

a system which guarantees that the respondents are on a anonymous base. 
The results (anonymously) have been sent to all European umpires managers and will be part of the 

programme for the refresher course in 2013. 

 
360° feedback technical officials 

This will be discussed at the TD Refresher Course organized by working group officials EC. 
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Career patch officials – Umpires Managers and Technical Officials 

 More guidelines needed on updating FIH officials list.  

 More clarity needed on FIH retirement policy 

 
FIH list of Officials 

Review FIH List of UMs 
Letter to FIH Appointments Committee with list of UMs and Officials who have not been given an 

appointment in last 3 years.  

 
 

EHF Officials List 
New local judge approval form discussed and approved 

A list of officials for promotion (includes local judges) will be produced and will be sent to the official 
and NA.  

 

 
Surveymonkey surveys to be conducted during Indoor and Outdoor Seasons 2013 

A 360° feedback will be done for umpires managers and technical officials during indoor and outdoor 
season 2013. 

 

This feedback information will be of help in developing a career path system for umpires managers 
and technical officials. 

 
Ray went on to report that the FIH had offered the use of their logging system for the EuroHockey 

Championships, this was used during the London Olympic Games and is an excellent system.   
 

The President requested that a career path for officials be created, and a clearer policy be put in 

place. 
 

Ray noted that this is something which would need to be done in partnership with the FIH. 
 

The President thanked Ray for his report and the work of the Appointments Committee. 

 

Hon Treasurer’s Report 
 
Mika Rihtila presented the Hon Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mika reported on a new financial procedures manual which was prepared in consultation with the 
President, Jorge Alcover (Vice President) and the Director General 

 
The accounts for 2012 were reported on up to 30/11/2012 and the Outlook for 31/12/2012 was 

reported as being in line with projected budget. 
 

Mika reported on the current status of various loans, it was agreed to discuss at the March meeting 

about a possible full repayment of the loan to BNP Paribas (Fortis). 
 

Regarding current cash balances, following research on interest rates offered from various financial 
institutions it was proposed that this cash was kept in the current savings account to be reviewed at 

the Finance committee meeting in June. 

Agreed 
 
The proposed budget for 2013 was presented. 
Agreed 
 

Following a question from the Board it was agreed that during the meeting of the Office Bearers in 
January, a target cash reserve would be discussed. 

 



 

 16 

The President thanked the Hon Treasurer as well as the Director General for the report and their 

work. 
 

Any Other business 
 

Jean Christoph wished to discuss the current question on World Ranking and weighting of points for 

the Continents. 
 

The President reported that the FIH had decided that Oceania  would be awarded full points for the 
team coming second instead of 80percent of points of the European points as had previously been the 

case  
 

The Board agreed that it is important for European members of the FIH Executive Board discuss this 

and agree on the best approach.  
 

The President then thanked the board for their hard work and excellent contributions and closed the 
meeting. 


